
All the evidence points to the disciples being between the ages of 12 and 18. John may have been as 

young as 8 years old when Jesus called him. Peter was likely the only disciple over the age of 18. Jesus 

changed the world through youth ministry. 

 

Evidences: 

(1) In Jewish education, students would study the Torah in bet sefer (elementary school) until around 

age 12 or 13, at which point they began to study Tanakh (the Old Testament) under a local rabbi (a 

Torah teacher) in bet midrash (secondary school). If a student was exceptionally promising, he might 

begin studying under a smikah rabbi (like Jesus) soon after bet midrash.1 Galilean bet midrash lasted 

from age 12 to age 15.2  Thus, most disciples were likely around 16 when they began to travel and study 

with a rabbi.  

While some may say that there is no reason to suspect Jesus' disciples were an exception to the 

established educational order, I disagree.  Remember, Jesus chose the “B” team.  These young men had 

not been chosen to move on in the progression.  They were out doing their trades, thus they didn’t 

make the earlier cuts.  Logic then dictates that they were most likely a bit older than “normal” students 

of a Rabbi. 

 

(2) It was custom for a Jewish boy's marriage to be arranged by his parents at the age of 18 (m. Aboth 

5:21). Peter is the only disciple whom the New Testament identifies as being married (Matt. 8:14; 1 Cor. 

9:5). Likely the other disciples were too young, rather than too old. Bachelors in Jewish tradition are 

highly frowned upon.3 

 

(3) The temple tax is required at Passover from every male 20 and over (Exod. 30:13-14, 38:26). Only 

Jesus and Peter paid the temple tax (Matt. 17:27). Peter may have been the only disciple 20 years old. 

 

(4) Jesus refers to his disciples as μικρός--"little kids" (Matt. 10:42), and again he calls them τεκνίον--

"little children" (John 13:33). 
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